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for relatively serious crimes, although the trend is for shorter, more concise reports focus-
ing primarily on legally relevant variables.

PSI Controversies

Although the PSI has generally been considered a positive aid to individualized justice, it 
is not without its problems. Because the future of a defendant depends to a great extent 
on the content of the report, the information contained therein should be reliable and 
objective. All pertinent information must be verified by cross-checking with more than 
one source, and that source should be reliable.

If you were the subject of a PSI, would you not like to see what was in it so that you 
could challenge any erroneous information harmful to you contained in it? There have 
been a number of arguments for and against allowing defendants and their attorneys 
access to the PSI. It is feared that if victims and other informants from whom the inves-
tigating officer has sought information know that the offender will see their comments, 
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FIGURE 5.4      The Process of Sentence Structuring




